TEACHER TIPS

AUTUMN BREEZE introduces new students to smooth, legato bowing. The
Violin 1, Viola Alternate, and Cello Alternate parts utilize sustained dotted
half notes and repeated quarter notes. This allows beginning students to focus
on producing a smooth and steady tone. These parts can be performed with

just piano accompaniment as an effective first concert piece.

As your students progress, additional parts can be added to your ensemble
that teach more advanced skills. For example, the Violin 2 part features an
obligato line utilizing both low and regular 2" fingerings along with
introducing some simple slurring patterns. The Cello part alternates between
2" and 3™ fingerings while also introducing some slurring patterns. These
more complex parts could also be performed by your teachers—along with
your beginning students on their first concert-to add some additional texture

to your beginning string orchestra.

When you utilize AUTUMN BREEZE with your beginning violin and viola
students, we suggest they play it in a standing position. Before they begin
playing, encourage them to gently shift their weight from one foot to the
other (all in the same direction) like trees swaying in the breeze. Encourage
them to maintain this smooth swaying motion—shifting direction on each
measure—as they perform AUTUMN BREEZE. This is a very effective
kinesthetic way for your young musicians to internalize the gentle pulse of

the 34 meter.
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